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Important Messages to All Applicants 

 

Funding Opportunity Questions 

Are you looking for country-specific, regional, or multi-country projects? 

How does one learn about projects previously funded by MEPI? 

 

Award Questions 

 Is there are finite amount of awards that will be given per priority area or 

announcement? 

 

Eligibility Questions 

NEW - Is there a sample template for the Results-Oriented Monitoring and 

Assessment (ROMA) Plan? 

NEW - Are International Organizations eligible to apply for funding? 

REVISED - I am an organization looking for other organizations to partner 

with on a joint application. 

Is a non-governmental Palestinian organization eligible for a grant? 

 

Application and Submission Questions 

NEW - Where should we include a Results-Orient Monitoring and 

Assessment Plan in our application? 
NEW - Will my application be disqualified if I don’t use the samples 

templates? 

Is there a limit on the number of applications an organization may submit? 

 The close dates for all three announcements fall around EID-al-Adha. 

 

Application Evaluation Criteria: 

 NEW - Will my application lose points if I don’t use the sample templates?  

 

Technical Issues 

 I cannot access the full announcement link on Grants.gov. 

I am unable to find the appendices referenced in the announcement. 

 

Important Messages to All Applicants: 

Message 1: 
All applicants are advised to read the Request for Applications (RFA) in their entirety. New 

eligibility requirements, submission requirements, and sample templates are now included. 
The change to the format of the announcement is to assist you, the applicant, in understanding 

what MEPI is looking for in an application for funding. Failure to submit all the required 

documentation described in the RFA will result in your application not being considered for 

funding. 

 

Please note: Following a recent Office of the Inspector General review and a recommendation 

that we develop a more streamlined way to monitor our grantees’ budgets, MEPI designed a new 

budget template that combines both the narrative and budget line items. Applicants must use 
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the same format as found in the sample. This will enable a more consistent review by the 

technical review panel, MEPI programming staff, and MEPI grants management staff.  

Message 2: 
Because of the Eid-al-Adha holiday, the deadline for applications to the “Supporting Civic 

Activism and Advocacy” RFA (NEAPI-10-AW-028-MENA-101810) has been extended to 

November 22, 2010. All other announcement deadlines remain the same. 

 

Message 3: 
Please note: The period for organizations to sign-up to be on a list of potential partners is now 

closed.  As stated in the Requests for Applications (RFAs), interested organizations who wished 

to be included on a list of potential partners had until November 4, 2010 to complete the required 

form.   

 

Please note:  The period for organizations to request a list of potential partners is also now 

closed.  As stated in the RFAs, organizations interested in receiving a list of potential partners 

had until November 5, 2010 to make a request.  

 

Funding Opportunity Questions: 

1. Are you looking for country-specific, regional, or multi-country projects?   
 

Applicants may propose country-specific, regional, or multi-country projects and activities. 

Please note: Regional and multi-country projects may include an Iraq component, but we 

currently do not fund Iraq-specific projects. Further, we are currently unable to fund 

participants from the West Bank and Gaza in regional programs or fund projects that are 

specific to the West Bank and Gaza. 
 

2. How does one learn about projects previously funded by MEPI? 
 

Please review our country fact sheets on the MEPI website (www.mepi.state.gov) to get a 

sense of the range of activities we’ve funded over the years. 
 

Award Questions: 

1. Is there are finite amount of awards that will be given per priority area or 
announcement?  

 
The ceilings and floors outlined in the RFAs are specific to each award. Meaning no award 

will be more than the ceiling and no award will be less than the floor. MEPI has the ability to 

award a total amount of funding (indicated in the announcement) over a period of two years 

after the announcement’s close date. The number of awards and their corresponding funds is 

all subject to availability. 
 

http://www.mepi.state.gov/
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Eligibility Questions: 

1. Is there a sample template for the Results-Oriented Monitoring and Assessment (ROMA) 
Plan described in Section B.3? 

 

Additional guidance for preparing a ROMA plan and a sample template can be found by 

going to—Results-Oriented Monitoring and Assessment.pdf.   

2. Are International Organizations eligible to apply for funding? 
 

International organizations are eligible to apply to all three of MEPI’s open funding 

opportunities. 

3. I am an organization looking for other organizations to partner with on a joint 
application to the current RFAs. 
 

The period for organizations to request a list of potential partners is now closed.  As stated in 

the RFAs, organizations interested in receiving a list of potential partners had until 

November 5, 2010 to make a request.  

4. Is a non-governmental Palestinian organization eligible for a grant? 

 
Eligible applicants include any registered U.S. or foreign non-profit organization or non-

governmental organization. Please note: Unfortunately, MEPI is currently unable to support 

new programming in the West Bank and Gaza at this time due to a Congressional-mandated 

funding cap. Programming is defined as the inclusion of participants from the West Bank and 

Gaza in regional program, as well as activities specifically taking place in the West Bank or 

Gaza. We encourage you to apply for future RFAs which may not contain this provision and 

welcome you to stay in contact with the MEPI office in Washington and the American 

Consulate General in Jerusalem.   
 

Application and Submission Questions: 

1. Where should we include a Results-Orient Monitoring and Assessment Plan in our 
application? 

 

Applicants may submit a ROMA plan as part of their project narratives or optional 

documents (also called appendix or attachment) section of their applications. Note:  There 

are page limits to the project narratives and optional documents. If an application exceeds the 

page limit, the extra pages will be removed from the application package. 

 

2. Will my application be disqualified if I don’t use the samples provided for the MEPI 
Application Coversheet (Appendix 1), Budget Narrative (Appendix 2), and the Applicant 
Organization Information (Appendix 3)? 

 

For an application to be considered it must include the Federal Assistance Application 

Forms; a Project Narrative; a Budget Narrative; a Coversheet; and Applicant Organizational 

http://photos.state.gov/libraries/tunis/5/PDFs/ROMA%20Plan%20Guidance%20for%20Applicants.pdf
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information. Should an applicant decide not to use the samples provided, they should ensure 

that their submission includes all the elements outlined in each sample.  

 

3. Is there a limit on the number of applications an organization may submit? Can an 
organization submit multiple proposals for one priority area?  

 

There is no limit on the number of applications an applicant may submit. An organization 

may apply multiple times to one priority area. Applicants who wish to apply to more than 

one priority area may apply multiple times as well. Applicants must clearly state which 

priority area each application addresses.  

 

4. The close dates for all three announcements fall around EID-al-Adha holiday. Will there 
be an extension to these announcements? Will there be a grace period for applications?   

 

The deadline for applications to the “Supporting Civic Activism and Advocacy” program 

announcement (NEAPI-10-AW-028-MENA-101810) has been extended to November 22, 

2010.   

 

The deadlines for Political Process Strengthening (NEAPI-10-AW-027-MENA-101810) and 

Strengthening Rule of Law (NEAPI-10-AW-029-MENA-101810) program announcement 

will remain the same. Applicants are encouraged to submit far enough in advance so they can 

alert MEPI (nea-grants@state.gov) of any technical difficulties that may arise. 

 

Application Evaluation Criteria: 

1. Will my application lose points if I don’t use the sample template to prepare my Budget 
Narrative and Result-Oriented Monitoring and Assessment Plan? 

 

Applicants who do not use the samples will not lose evaluation criteria points.  The Budget 

Narrative should support the proposed project activities and include the elements outlined 

under the announcement’s Budget Narrative criteria. Per the announcement, “Projects with 

results monitoring and evaluation plans will receive the highest consideration and additional 

evaluations points…” 

Technical Issues: 

1. I cannot access the full announcement link on Grants.gov.   
 

All MEPI funding opportunities are posted on our website. To find the full announcement, go 

to www.mepi.state.gov, and select the “Funding Opportunities” tab. Click on the “Apply for 

a Grant” link, and then the “Open Opportunities” link to view our announcements. Click on 

the announcement title to download the full announcement. 

 

mailto:nea-grants@state.gov
http://www.mepi.state.gov/
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2. I am unable to find the appendices referenced in the announcement. Where can I find 
them? 

 

To download the appendices for this RFA, please follow the instructions below: 

 

1) Go to www.grants.gov 

2) Click on the “Find Grant Opportunities” link, and select “Basic search” 

3) Enter the funding opportunity number, and click “Search.”     

4) Click on the appropriate announcement link (You will be directed to the 

announcement’s synopsis page) 

5) At the top of the announcement’s synopsis page, you will see three headers. Click on 

the header entitled “Full Announcement.” 
6) On the Full Announcement page, you will see a list of files. Select the file described 

as “Zip of all attachments.” By selecting this file you will download the full 

announcement and all the appendices. 
 

http://www.grants.gov/

